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   Official Publication of the North American Spotted Draft Horse Association 

Winter 2009-2010 

NASDHAõS MISSION 
 

To distribute information about Spotted Drafts and to bring interested people and 
breeders together.  NASDHA strives to improve the quality of these horses and to 

record, collect and preserve the pedigrees of the Spotted Draft Horse.  
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December 21, 2009 
 
Re: Update to NASDHA Rules & Regulations 
 

Dear NASDHA Members: 
 

The NASDHA Board of Directors has unanimously voted to accept a proposal made by the Rules & Regulations and the 
Pedigree Committees to no longer Index horses after March 1, 2010. 
 

The Rules & Regulations and the Pedigree Committees met to review recommendations and suggestions from the 
membership attending the annual meeting in Kentucky.  The hot topic, as is often the case, was Indexing and also the 
names on the divisions in the registry; such as Regular and Premium.  The committees formed a consensus and drafted 
a proposal to make changes to the rules regarding Indexing.  The proposal was submitted to the Board of Directors on 
December 10, 2009. 
 

Members at the annual meeting spoke about the Index and all of the problems and confusion that surrounds it.  A lot 
of time in the organization is taken up resolving problems with Index horses. Situations occur that are not well defined 
in our rules.  Indexing was a way to solidify the foundation of spotted drafts. Breeders now have an excellent pool of 
spotted draft horses from which to choose. In order to strengthen the spotted draft breed, we need to use horses with 
known parentage in breeding programs. By ending any new Indexing it will also eliminate wrongful advertising and 
misrepresentation of spotted draft horses being sold.  When our registry started in 1995, Indexing was a way for the 
ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŀǎ άǳƴƪƴƻǿƴέΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
intended to go on indefinitely. 
 

The committees reviewed NASDHA information on Indexing activity for the last 5 years.  The numbers of Indexing re-
quests have dropped consistently each year.  They have considerably dropped in the last 2 years.  In 2009, only 15 
horses were indexed. 
 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ b!{5I! ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ άǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƻǘǘŜŘ 5ǊŀŦǘ 
ƘƻǊǎŜέΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƎƻŀƭΗ  .ȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ άƎǊŀŘŜǎέ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
reducing the value of our registration papers.  We should be building lineages with each new generation and not build-
ing more holes.  The consistent decline in numbers of Indexing requests supports that we should end the confusion 
and focus on what is really important which is breeding and recording the lineage of the registered horses, the Premi-
ums and the Regular registry horses. 
 

All current Indexed horses would be grandfathered and remain in the registry.  Indexed horses would continue to be 
able to breed and produce NASDHA registered foals as long as they follow the existing rules and requirements.  The 
recommendation to terminate future indexing as of March 1, 2010 was voted and approved at the Dec. 10, 2009 Board 
of Directors meeting.  We will no longer Index horses after March 1, 2010.  We would like to expend the energy that 
we have spent on Indexing issues towards promoting our Premium and Regular registry horses.  We want the Draft 
Horse world to respect and know there is value behind our registration papers. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact any of the board members or the NASDHA office.  We hope that you are en-
joying the holiday season and settling in for a peaceful winter season.  Happy New Year. 
 
The Rules & Regulations Committee, Pedigree Committee and the NASDHA Board of Directors 
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Dear NASDHA Members, 

 

Welcome to all of our 2010 members!  We held our first board meeting on January 30th and I was re-elected 

President and Ghislaine deKoning was re-elected Vice President.  Iôd like to thank the NASDHA members 

for electing me to serve my second term as a board member, and thank the Board of Directors for their sup-

port during the last two years.  I have been honored to have an active role in promoting quality spotted drafts 

and helping the association gain greater recognition as a draft horse breed. 

 

Iôd like to welcome our newest board member, Paul Nelson from Bellingham, Washington.  It will be nice to 

have a representative from the west coast on the board.  At the first board meeting of the year, we also ap-

pointed members to each committee.  This year we have the following committees:  Election, Pedigree, Pro-

motions, Rules & Regulations, Show, The Spot Light and Web Site.  We welcome and encourage your par-

ticipation on one of these committees.  Please contact me if you would like more information, or if you 

would like to sign up for a committee. 

 

The last few years the board has spent many hours trying to make sure our income was sufficient to cover 

our operating expenses.  Iôm pleased to announce that we finished 2009 with a positive balance of over 

$2,000 even though memberships, registrations and transfers were down.  To date, we have almost 200 

members that have renewed for 2010.   Renew now so you donôt miss the next issue of The Spot Light. 

 

This year we are planning a more aggressive marketing plan to increase awareness of the spotted draft.  We 

plan to have representatives at the spring sales and Horse Progress Days to distribute brochures, membership 

applications and other NASDHA forms.  If you have any horse related events in your area, and would like to 

help us, please call the office and we will send you some brochures.  Local feed stores, veterinarian offices 

and horse supply businesses are a great place to leave a few brochures also. 

 

I hope you will make plans to join us for the 2010 National Show Event October 1-2.  This yearôs event will 

have something for everyone.  There will be educational programs, games, demonstrations and of course, a 

show.  There will be classes for all levels of experience, from beginners to advance.  Come and learn how to 

show off your spotted draft or just have fun. 

 

I look forward to working with you again this year.  As always, please feel free to contact me with your sug-

gestions or concerns. 

 

Happy Trails, 

Cindy Douglas 

President 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes From the President  



 

The Spot LightðWinter 2009 - 2010  4  

2010 Board of Directors 

 

 

Cindy Douglas, President (502) 845-4620 

Ghislaine deKoning, VP (847) 360-9313 

Linda Bunning             (717) 776-6492 

Kevin Coleman                      (330) 853-7646 

Paul Cushard (404) 697-7356 

John Hostetler                        (256) 729-1070 

Paul Nelson (360) 671-3377 

Connie Snowden                    (502) 532-0318 

Ed Tarpley                         (256) 233-2045 

Election: 
 Connie Snowden 

 Cindy Douglas 

 

Pedigree: 
 Ghislaine deKoning 

 Cindy Douglas 

 Wayne Kiser 

 John Hostetler 

 Chris Warkentin 

 

Promotion and Sales: 
Linda Bunning 

Paul Cushard 

Paul Nelson 

 

Rules and Regulations: 
Linda Bunning 

Ghislaine deKoning 

Cindy Douglas 

George Hallett 

John Lease 

Show: 
Kevin Coleman 

Paul Cushard 

Cindy Douglas 

John Hostetler 

Meg Roles 

 

Spot Light: 
Connie Snowden, Editor 

 

Web Site Committee: 

Linda Bunning 

Paul Cushard 

Cindy Douglas 

2010 NASDHA COMMITTEES 

Please call Cindy Douglas at (502) 845-4620 if you are 

interested in serving on a NASDHA committee.  

Thank You! 
 

 Tom Bihn for many years of 
service on the NASDHA 

Board of Directors and as a  
4-term past president 

NASDHA Statistics 

Years Memberships Registrations Transfers 

2009 253 130 247 

2008 325 223 304 

2007 362 300 422 

NASDHA Officer Elections  

 
The Board of Directors Re -elected:  

 

Cindy Douglas - 2010 President  

 

Ghislaine deKoning - 2010 Vice President  

 

Congratulations!  
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 Treasurerôs Report 

Mark Your Calendar                 

March  2010 

1  Deadline for NASDHA Horse Indexing  

3-5  Southern Indiana Spring Horse & Carriage Auction, Montgomery, IN 

9 - 13  Mid Ohio Draft Horse Sale, Mt. Hope, Ohio (See ad page 6) 

10  Mid Ohio Draft Horse SaleðSpotted Horse Sale 

15  Deadline for membership renewal, election participation 

16 - 19  Topeka Spring Draft Horse Sale, Topeka, IN 

23 - 27  Waverly Midwest Horse Sal, Waverly, IA 

 

April 2010 

1  Deadline for Spring Spot Light Ads  

12 - 13  Kalona Spring Draft Horse & Carriage Sale, Kalona, IA 

July 2010 

1  Deadline for Summer Spot Light Ads 

2 - 3   Horse Progress Days, Topeka, IN   
 

October 2010 

1  Deadline for Fall Spot Light Ads 

1 -  2  2010 NASDHA National Event and Membership Meeting, Canfield, Ohio 

2009 Profit & Loss Statement 

January through December 31, 2009 

Income   

Dividends Earned $410.73 

Membership Dues 6,600.00 

Promotional Events 9.44 

Registrations & Transfers 14,953.74 

Spot Light 1,775.00 

Misc Income 176.38 

Website  190.00 

Total Income $24,115.29 

Expenses   

Board Conf Calls etc $771.59 

Employee 10,929.00 

Taxes 3,396.07 

Internet 526.37 

Office Supplies 1,189.92 

Election Ballots 264.30 

Postage 579.12 

Promotional 361.47 

Tax Accountant 300.00 

Telephone 1,045.56 

Spot Light Printing etc 2,379.74 

Insurance/ Misc Expense 300.40 

Total Expenses  $22,043.54 

Net Income $ 2,071.75 

 

By the time you receive this newsletter a new 

year will already be started and 2009 has 

flown by. We are excited about our numbers 

at the end of this year because we have not 

had substantial positive net income for a long 

while. Our board made some tough decisions 

this year and it has made positive impacts to 

our bottom line.  

 

Our total assets, which include our checking 

account balance and remaining CDs, are 

$13,890.93.  

 

We hope to have a productive year in 2010 

while continuing to maintain financial stabil-

ity in these tough economic times.  

 

Ghislaine deKoning  

NASDHAVice President 



 

The Spot LightðWinter 2009 - 2010  6  

 

 
Be Sure to Visit the NASDHA 

Table at the Mt. Hope Sale 

 

 

 

 
 

 

March   9 ï 8:00AM - Tack, Harness, Saddles, Equipment, and Carriages (over 200 expected) 

March 10 ï 8:00AM - Cataloged Spotted Drafts, Clydesdales, Crossbreds, and Ponies 

March 11 ï 9:00AM - Cataloged Haflingers, Belgians and Pulling Horses 

Thursday 8:00AM Horse pull demonstration for cataloged and Uncataloged Draft Horses 

March 12 ï 8:00AM - Cataloged Percherons and Uncataloged Horses 

March 13 ï 8:00AM - Regular Horse Sale 

 

 Ph:  330-674-6188   Steve Mullet, Pres. 

 Fax:  330-674-3748   Thurman & Chester Mullet, mgrs  

 

 

Catalog available at www.mthopeauction.com or send $4.00 to P.O. Box 82, Mt. Hope, OH 44660  

 

Mid Ohio Draft Horse Sale 
Mt Hope Auction, Mt Hope, Ohio 

March 9-13, 2010 

http://www.mthopeauction.com
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Benchfield Farms Promotes Spotted Drafts  
 

 

Linda and Leroy Bunning and daughter, Meg Roles, were in-

vited to participate in the Equine Showcase at the Pennsylvania 

Farm  Show held in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania January 9-16.  

Three different farms were selected to each perform a 20 min-

ute presentation in which horses Danced to Music.  Five of 

Benchfield Farmsô North American Spotted Draft Horses dem-

onstrated their abilities.  Benchfieldôs Annie Oakley, River-

bend Rascal, Clydeôs Tiny Valley, Gracie Caradies, and 

Benchfieldôs Boomer enjoyed their music as they rode and 

drove around the equine arena at the Farm Show and enter-

tained the crowd. 

 
Linda and Leroy were assisted by Leiren Cline of New Park, Meg Roles, 

Christina and Andrew Kurnath, and Lea Graham of Newville as they carried 

the banner, rode English and Western and drove a cart and carriage through a 

variety of orchestrated moves that show each of the horsesô abilities.  Leroy 

used an undercut carriage which enabled him to do tight turns with the team.  

Lea drove our newly broke filly, Annie, in a Meadowbrook cart.  Leiren rode 

Gracie English and Meg rode Boomer Western as he side passed both sides of 

the arena.  One of the crowdôs favorite parts of the program is when Meg and 

Boomer jump the North American Spotted Draft Horse banner. 

 

Benchfield Farms did two presentations at this week-long event and partici-

pated in the first Pleasure Draft Horse Show organized by the PA Farm Show.  

Fifty percent of the horses in the Pleasure Show were registered North Ameri-

can Spotted Drafts.  We hope to have a larger group of participants next Janu-

ary as the Farm Show did not actively promote the Pleasure Show this year. 

 

Benchfield Farmsô goal is to encourage all Pennsylvania Horse Show Committees to allow Spotted Draft Horses to par-

ticipate in their events.  We feel that the Pleasure Draft Horse Show is the first step in getting Spotted Draft Horses into 

the Pennsylvania Farm Show Hitch Classes and thank the Farm Show Commission for creating this additional venue for 

us and other draft breeds to participate in. 

 

Written by: 

Linda Bunning 

Benchfield Farms 

193 Conifer Road 

Newville, PA 17241 

717-776-6492 

Photographs by Bill Ko 
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Article submitted by:  

     Evie Bryant 

     Bryantôs Horse Ranch (BHR) 

     St. John, North Dakota 

 

 

                             

     In 2004, our Bryant-Schmaltz 6-horse hitch of black and white spotted drafts went to Billings, Montana. 

Competing with the Belgians, Percherons and Clydes, they came in 3rd or 4th.  Even though they didnôt win, 

our spotted team grabbed the spotlight and hitch horse, Zeke, was on the evening news.  People openly won-

dered where those beautiful horses came from and were the subject of many pictures taken by the crowd. 

    We took the hitch to Denver, Colorado for the January 2008 winter stock show.  There were no classes for 

spotted horses so the team had to show in open classes.  Again, not many high places, but our team got the at-

tention of a lot of people who asked, ñWhere did these spotted horses come from?ò  Proudly we explained how 

we got these beautiful spotted drafts as people gathered round us.  Some young girls were thrilled to get to sit 

on Zekeôs back.  Our fun turned into a bad scare as Nick, one of the wheel horses, got sick.  He ended up un-

dergoing surgery at the Littleton Large Animal Clinic, where he stayed for 10 days.  For recovery, Nick spent 

3 months in a box stall with only light exercise. Nick had a lot energy stored up and now is back to his old self. 

     Our Bryant-Schmaltz 6-horse spotted hitch went to a parade in New England, North Dakota where people 

again asked, ñWhat country did these spotted draft horses come from?ò  ñBred and born right on our farm in 

North Dakota,ò my son, Scott, answered. 

     We had the huge privilege of participating in the 2009 Great Circus Parade in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. One 

of the largest parades in the nation, The Great Circus Parade is part of a 4-day festival celebrating the Ameri-

can Circus and had over 125,000 attendees.  It was a thrill to participate in this spectacular event and a thrill to 

see. The parade had 350 exquisite horses to provide its entire ñhorsepowerò and hitches ranged from 1 horse 

up to 10.  Interesting, the circus organizers wanted all the horses natural so none of them were braided.  There 

were no fire trucks, old cars, tractors, 4-wheelers or motorcycles allowed in the parade.   Fifty beautifully or-

nate circus wagons were a major highlight of the parade.  Some wagons housed wild animals and others held 

one of the 30 bands that performed in the parade.  The 3 hour, 3 ¼ mile long parade included fancy buggies, 

surreys, covered wagons, a stage coach, and story book wagons in gold.  Many participants walked the parade 

route and 4 people carried a tent over a princess on horseback.   Stilt walkers, big high-wheel bicyclists and 

one fellow high upon a small wheel performed for the crowd.   Ours was the only 6-horse hitch of black and 

white spotted drafts.  They pulled a circus wagon that weighed 10,340 pounds and carried a band on the top.  

In contrast, the parade included a hitch of 6 black and white spotted ponies from Iowa that pulled a smaller cir-

cus wagon that housed baboons. 

     Everyone participated in trial runs the day before the parade. We had some tense moments when our wheel 

horse, Nick, spotted the waving flags on top the wagon and tried to take off.  Fortunately, the lead horses were 

already pulling forward and all settled down quickly. It was amazing to see all the people that came just to see 

the trial runs and it was a good experience for the horses. 

     People lined the parade route the day before the parade with chairs chained to street lights, sleeping bags 

The Bryant-Schmaltz Hitch in the 2009 Great Circus Parade 


